“5 P’s” of American Foreign Policy
*How and Why did the U.S. acquire an overseas empire and interfere in the affairs of Mexico, Cuba, and Latin America?  What was the impact of WWI?

I.  Early Motivations:


- “Sewards Folly”   1867 U.S. purchases Alaska from Russia $7.2 million

- New Imperialism = International Darwinism    “White Man’s Burden”


- Naval Power  Captain Alfred Mahan The Influence of Sea Power Upon History

                By 1900 USA had the 3rd largest Navy


- Monroe Doctrine

II. The Spanish –American War

 
Causes:



-‘jingoism”  intense Nationalism



-Cuban Revolt



-Yellow Journalism     Joseph Pulitzer vs. William Randolph Hearst



- De Lome Letter 1898  leaked, Spanish official, highly critical of

                          Mckinley   “Spanish Insult”



- Sinking of the USS Maine 260 Americans Killed “ Remember the Maine,

                               The Hell with Spain”



- McKinley’s War Message   “ put an end to the barbarities, bloodshed, 



 Starvation and horrible miseries in Cuba.” Congress Declares War April 20, 

                        1898.      Teller Amendment-  Part of the declaration stating the US had no 

                                                Intention of taking political control of Cuba.

III.  Fighting the War…This Splendid Little War!  The USA will defeat Spain in 3 months!!!

The Philippines-  May 1 Commodore George Dewey Fleet opened fire on

                                          the Spanish Fleet in Manila Bay. Spanish were pounded

                                          into submission.  US troops capture Manila Aug. 13th

Invasion of Cuba-  Disease, not bullets were the most lethal enemy.  Most

                                           celebrated event of the war. Charge up San Juan Hill, by

                                           “Rough Riders” led by Theodore Roosevelt.  US Navy 

                                            Destroys Spanish fleet at Santiago Bay, Cuba July 3

                                                                 “ End of Story”


Controversy of the Peace Treaty-  Signed in Paris Dec. 10th 





- recognition of Cuban Independence





- US acquisition of Puerto Rico & Guam





- US acquisition of The Philippines for $20 million





    
“ The Philippine Question?  Why did we fight this war?






   Controversial provision. Outraged Filipino nationalists,

                                                                           Leading to 3 year insurrection led by Emilio Aguinaldo.”


Other Results-Insular Cases…Did the Constitution follow the flag?




 The Platt Amendment 1901- Cuba became American “protectorate”

                                                                                              US base at Guantanamo Bay
IV.  Annexation of Hawaii:


Causes:



-For decades Hawaii had been settled by American missionaries and

                         entrepreneurs.



- Sugar and Pineapple investments…Big $$$$


- Growing Alarm by Native Hawaiians.  Queen Liliuokalani declares 

                           “Hawaii for Hawaiians”  Announces end of foreign influence in 1893.


Results:



- American settlers, aided by Marines overthrow the Queen, restore 

                          Peace



- Pres Cleveland is reluctant to annex Hawaii, but after the War,

                          McKinley swiftly completes annexation July, 1898.  In 1900 Hawaii


  becomes a Territory of the US.  In August, 1959, the 50th State.

V.  Foreign Policy in Asia:


The Opening of Japan:



- US Commodore Matthew Perry arrives in Japan in 1853.



   Negotiates the “Treaty of Kanagawa” Opening Japanese ports

                           to US trade.



- Japan begins to modernize. “Meiji” From Fuedal to Modern in 50

                          Years.



- Japan defeats Russia in Russo- Japanese War in 1904-05.  President
                          Theodore Roosevelt moderates end to the war at Portsmouth, New 



  Hampshire.  He wins Nobel Peace Prize, angers the Japanese.



- “Gentlemen’s Agreement”  compromise to restrict Japanese workers



   immigrating to the US.



- Great White Fleet-  To demonstrate US naval power to Japan and 

                          Other nations, Roosevelt sent a fleet of battleships on a round-the-



  World cruise 1907-1909. Impressive sight I bet!



- Root-Takahira Agreement 1908   Mutual respect for each others



  Pacific possessions and support for Open Door Policy


-  A new rival in the Pacific.  At his court martial in the 20’s, Gen Billy

                          Mitchell predicted an attack on the US base at Pearl Harbor……



 …by the Japanese!!!


The “Open Door Policy” in China:



- Led by McKinley’s Secretary of State John Hay, fearing being 



  locked out of the lucrative China trade by European “spheres of



  influence”, Hay sent note to countries proposing an “Open Door” 



  for all trade.



- Boxer Rebellion-  Chinese Nationalists “ Society of Harmonious Fists or 

                                   Boxers” attack foreign settlements.  US participates in an international



   force to put down the rebellion.

VI.  Theodore Roosevelt’s Big Stick Policy:
                      “ His motto was…Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick” - African proverb

The Panama Canal:



Growing Interest in the Canal- Two Ocean Navy, Commercial Value



                                                      Isthmus of Panama was perfect!



Revolution in Panama-  Panama belonged to Columbia, losing 

                                                                  patience, Roosevelt supported a revolt.

                                                                  The first act of the new Panamanian Govt






      grant rights and control of canal. ( Hay-

                                                                  Bunau-Varilla Treaty of 1903). 
                                                                  With the signing of a Treaty in 1901 the Hay-






       Pauncefote Treaty, the US could begin 

                                                                   Digging a canal without British involvement



Building the Canal-  10 mile strip of land. One of the Greatest 

                                                            Engineering achievements of the 20th century

                                                            Tough living in the canal zone- Yellow Fever-
                                                            “Walter Reed”
                                                            Corps of Engineers finish canal in 1914.


Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine:


- In 1904 European countries stood ready to intervene in Latin
                          America, collecting debts, etc.



- Roosevelt declared in Dec. 1904 they would intervene instead, 

                          sending troops and gunboats to delinquent countries, collecting 

                          duties until the European debts were satisfied.  No more blatant

                          violation of the Monroe Doctrine.    America now became….

                                           The Policeman of the Western Hemisphere!


William Howard Taft and Dollar Diplomacy: 1909-1913



- Adopted a foreign policy “mildly” expansionist.  His policy tried to

                          Promote US trade by supporting American enterprises abroad.

               
- Railroad investments in China, Intervention in Nicaragua.


Woodrow Wilson and Moral Diplomacy:



- Woodrow Wilson called for a New Freedom in govt. and promised


  a moral approach to foreign affairs.  He was anti-



  imperialistic.  His policies showed a determination to right the 
                          wrongs of the past.



- Tampico Incident- 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico.  Close to War!



- Pancho Villa and US Expeditionary Force.  1916.  Pershing led 



  US forces to capture Villa. Unsuccessful, Pulled troops out as

                          American entrance into World War I became imminent!

